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transactions with the Mughals to consider himself merely as a
zemindar or the head Deshmukh of the Empire".* On his
own initiative Zulfiqar Khan asked Da'ud Khan Panm, his
agent in the Deccan, to enter into an agreement with Sahu,
granting him the right of Chauth and Sardeshmukkz, provided
the collection and payment was done directly by the Imperial
agents. This agreement which could hardly be called a legal
instrument or a treaty, lacking as it did the Imperial sanction,
went a long way in helping Sahu to establish his supreme
power in the Maharashtra. According to the stipulations of
this agreement Sahu was not allowed to post his own collectors
in the Imperial territory, but as will be shown later it served
as a stepping stone for further claims on the part of the
Marathas.2
At the death of Bahadur Shah early in 1712, Zulfiqar Khan
assumed the role of a king-maker. A struggle for succession
to the throne ensued between the sons of Bahadur Shah.
Zulfiqar Khan had a long-standing aversion to 'Azimu'sh-
Shan, whom he considered to be a man of independent judg-
ment. He succeeded in persuading the other three brothers,,
Mu'izzu'd-dln, RafTu'sh-Shan, and Jehan Shah to present a
common front against 4Azimu'sh-Shan. He promised to effect
an equal division of the Empire between them after the defeat
of the latter. But their agreement did not last long, as is the
fate of all such agreements. After the defeat and death of
cAzimu'sh-Shan, the soldiery of the latter flocked under the
banner of Zulfiqar Khan who contrived so that the three
brothers came to an open conflict over the division of the
spoils. After the death of Jehan Shah and Raff u'sh-Shan,
Mu'izzu'd-din, with the support of Zulfiqar Khan emerged
triumphant and ascended the throne without fear of a
rival.
After his accession Mucizzu'd-dln styled himself Jehandar
Shah and redistributed the high offices of the State. Asad Khan
Jumdatu'1-Mulk was confirmed in the dignity of Wakil-i-
Mutlaqi Zulfiqar Khan was made Prime Minister, besides
holding the offices of Amiru'l-Umara and Viceroy of the
Deccan. The new monarch was totally devoid of both
1 Grant Duff, vol. I, p. 364.
aSardesai, Marathi Riydsat, vol. V, p. 118-19.

